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This volume, the first of a three-part documentary of the Guyana-Venezuela border issue, gives a

general overview of the early history of the colonization of the Essequibo region forming the large

western part of Guyana. It presents the background to the origin of the territorial dispute which

developed from 1840 and examines the opposing views of proposed boundary lines and the long

trail of diplomatic exchanges between Venezuela and Great Britain (the colonial ruler of Guyana,

then known as British Guiana). It concludes with the involvement of the United States in support of

Venezuela, eventually leading to the international arbitration for a â€œfull, perfect, and final

settlementâ€• and the arbitral award which delineated the territorial boundary in 1899.
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